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THE STEEPLE STORY 

by Reverend Andy Collette 

“Hurry, Hurry Christmas Fast” 

 

he fictional characters Alvin and the Chipmunks 

made the following Christmas lyrics famous: 

 

“Christmas, Christmas time is near 

Time for toys and time for cheer 

We've been good, but we can't last 

Hurry Christmas, hurry fast…” 

 

I form a little smile when I hear those lyrics echoing 

through my mind but the question begs itself; how long 

can we continue to be good this year?  Have we been 

good at all?  It has been a rough year for many--good 

might seem a stretch.  Natural disasters, mass violence in 

the streets, and the normal hustle and bustle of the 

Christmas season all seem to compound and make for 

rough times, not good times.  So hurry, hurry, Christmas 

fast so that we can restart and pray for a better next year, 

right? 

 

When the Christ child came, he came into strife and 

hurt; the world needed a savior.  It was as much hurry, 

hurry time then as it is now.  The world was desperate 

for something different, something new, something calm 

(slowed) and something filled with hope.  The Joy of 

Christmas came and hope was born.  That same hope 

(Christ) is with us in the midst of all the hurry, hurry we 

find surrounding us right now, this year.  Are we willing 

to allow that hope to fill our hearts?  Are we willing to 

allow the hope of Christ to permeate the world we find 

ourselves in daily?  In the midst of the hurry, hurry can 

we slow down and pause for Christ? 

 

It can seem cliché but Christ really is the reason for the 

season, not the hurry, hurry that the merchandising 

world would force us to follow.  Black Friday became 

Grey Thursday and never quit throughout the 

Thanksgiving Weekend and beyond.  Cyber Monday 

started three days early and did not stop on Monday.  

Hurry, hurry come get this deal or that. We are 

absolutely consumed by the consumption of Christmas, 

the stuff, not the reason.  Hurry, hurry don’t be late, the 

mall will be open twenty four hours a day.  Hurry, hurry, 

buy one get one free at every department store you can 

imagine.  Where is Christ this Christmas?   

 

Christ is in our hearts, faithful friends, that’s where.  We 

are called to be salt and light, hope and peace, joy and 

love to the world.  We, like 

the shepherds who gathered 

at the manger, are called to 

celebrate and spread the 

good news, Christ the Lord 

is come.  That is hope; that 

is the answer to the hurry, 

hurry of Christmas.  The 

peace that passes 

understanding born in a manger is come to deliver the 

world from death and anguish from the hurry, hurry that 

is so consuming.  We need to pause and remember the 

Christ child as our hope, our peace, our joy and our love 

personified.  In the midst of the hurry, hurry take a 

moment and remember Christ, and if you get the 

opportunity, share Christ as the reason for the season.   

 

This Christmas make a point of offering the story of 

Christ to your friends and family, maybe even to a 

stranger.  Share a few words about how Christ has 

brought calm into your world, if that is true for you.  

Share the good news of great joy. Christ was born and 
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with him comes peace and hope.  Share the love you 

have inside. I have seen that love pouring from you for 

over a year.  Share it with others.  This will help other 

people see a new option, not hurry, hurry Christmas fast, 

but Christ.  It may even draw others towards Christ away 

from the consumptive hurry, hurry that prevails during 

the season.  This new option forms what Christmas 

should be for believers and everyone in the world.  This 

becomes a call to combat the hurry, hurry through the 

peace of Christ’s birth and his salvation that comes at 

Christmas.  We can be good, and we can make it through 

this season in a manner worthy of Jesus.  All we need to 

do is focus on his birth and share the calmness of a 

manger surrounded by shepherds, Mary and the wise 

men who visited. 

 

If you find yourself asking how, consider using the 

following directly from the Bible: Luke Chapter 2:8-19, 

the good news of great joy: 

 

The Shepherds and the Angels: 
8 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9 
Then an angel 

of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were terrified. 
10 

But the 

angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people: 
11 

to you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
12 

This will be a 

sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 

cloth and lying in a manger.”
13 

And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 

God and saying,
14 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace among those whom he 

favors!”
15 

When the angels had left them and gone into 

heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 

now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 

place, which the Lord has made known to us.”
16 

So they 

went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 

child lying in the manger. 
17 

When they saw this, they 

made known what had been told them about this 

child;
18 

and all who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds told them. 
19 

But Mary treasured all these 

words and pondered them in her heart.
20 

The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 

heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

In sum, hurry, hurry, Christmas fast so that we can have 

a calm, peace filled, slowed down, and Christ filled 

Merry Christmas. 

 

Preaching Series  
December:  (Advent) 

 

Dec. 03 (Hope) 

Message: “Look What’s Coming”  

     Reverend Don Leo, Speaker 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Reading: Advent I, Hope 
 

Dec. 10 (Peace) 

Message: “Jesus, the Messenger of Peace” 

Scripture: Mark 1:1-8 

Reading: Advent II, Peace 

 

Dec. 17 (Joy) 

Message: “Jesus, the Voice of Joy” 

Scripture: John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Reading: Advent III, Joy 

 

Dec. 24 am (Love) 

Message:  “Jesus, the Birth of Love” 

Scripture: Luke 1:26-38 

Reading: Advent IV, Love 

 

Dec. 24 pm (Christmas Eve Communion Svs) 

Message: “Jesus, Good News and Great Joy” 

Scripture: Luke 2:1-10 

Reading: Advent V, Christ’s Joy 

 

Dec. 31 (New Year’s Eve Day) 

Message: “Jesus, A New Hope” 

Scripture: Luke 2:22-40 

Reading: Psalm 148 
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Dec 2 9:00a Our Daily Bread Ministry 

Dec 3 NO Men’s Club 

 9:45a Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship-No Communion 

 6:00p No Youth Worship Service 

 6:00p Choir Rehearsal 

Dec 4 6:00p Delores Engel UMW Christmas Dinner 

Dec 5 7:30a Men’s Bible Study at IHOP 

 9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

Dec 6 5:00p Dinner 

 6:00p Youth & Children’s Activities 

 6:00p Bible Study 

Dec 7 9:00a Bible Study 

Dec 10 8:30a Early Service-Communion 

 9:45a Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship 

 5:00p Adult Bible Study 

 6:00p Church-Wide Christmas Party 

Dec 12 7:30a Men’s Bible Study at IHOP 

 9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

Dec 13 5:00p Dinner 

 6:00p Youth & Children’s Activities 

 6:00p Bible Study 

Dec 14 11:30a Mamie Kimbrough Christmas Party 

     Leave at 10:45 for Bayview 

Dec 16 9:00a Lessons & Carols Dress Rehearsal 

Dec 17 8:30a Early Service-Communion 

 9:45a Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship 

 4:00p Lessons & Carols Service 

 6:00p Youth 

 6:30p Adult Bible Study 

Dec 19 10:30a Clubhouse Christmas Party 

Dec 20 5:00p Youth Caroling & Party 

Dec 24 8:30a Early Service-Communion 

 9:45a Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship 

 6:00p Communion/Candlelight Service 

Dec 25 CHRISTMAS DAY 

 MERRY CHRISTMAS!! 

 

Dec 31 9:45a Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship 

 

 

Dec 2 ..............David Westfaul 

Dec 6 ..............Linda Wiggins 

Dec 7 ..............Jake Burns 

Dec 8 ..............Emmy Ware 

Dec 10 ............Marge Carlow 

Dec 11 ............Belinda Dammen 

 Jean Meredith 

Dec 13 ............Patti Hanafourde 

Dec 14 ............Billy Crocker 

 Holly Hall 

Dec 15 ............Becky Summerlin 

Dec 16 ............Scott Green 

 Katie Scott Westfaul 

Dec 18 ............Jeane Bull 

 Mark Alan Ros 

Dec 20 ............Janie Ferrer 

Dec 21 ............Dianne Gilbert 

Dec 22 ............Briley Chapuis 

 Henry Ros 

Dec 23 ............Robert Weathersby 

Dec 24 ............Ronnie Crocker 

Dec 25 ............Travis Morie 

 Susie Riley 

 Kelly Tuck 

Dec 27 ............Bootsie Larsen 

Dec 29 ............Kathleen Wilkerson 

Dec 31 ............Hoyle McDonald 

 Tony Mello 

 Mickey Morie 

  

 

CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 
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SUNDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

5-6 P.M. IN CONFERENCE ROOM 
 “Genesis to Revelations—The Books of 1 & 2 

Corinthians, Galatians, and Ephesians” 
This new study is led by Brother Andy and begins  

Everyone is welcomed to be part of this study. 

 

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

The Thursday Morning Bible study has chosen Dr. 

Sandra Richter's Epic of Eden, which communicates a 

history of God’s redeeming grace from the Garden of 

Eden to the gate of the New Jerusalem. The class meets 

at 9 a.m. in the conference room. This 12-week DVD 

study will end November 16. If interested in joining, 

please contact Opal Currie (228-623-1666). 

 

The Thursday Morning Bible study group will start 

the New Year studying Nehemiah: A Heart That Can 

Break by Kelly Minter. The first lesson begins January 

4 at 9 a.m. in the conference room. The 7-week 

study includes video sessions and real-life ways to put 

feet to your faith. Nehemiah's heart was so broken for 

those in need that he left the comfort of his Persian 

palace to help them. Are you ready to let God break your 

heart for a hurting, lost world and move you in 

compassion to be the hands and feet of Jesus? If the 

answer is yes, please plan to join the group and check 

with Opal Currie (228-623-1666) for a workbook 

 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Tuesday Mornings 7:30 - 8:30 a.m. at IHOP  

3019 Magnolia Street 

 
ADVENT BIBLE STUDY:   

SUNDAYS AT 5:00 P.M. 
Brother Andy teaches this Bible study, “Jesus, The Best 

Gift EVER!!”  All are welcomed and encouraged to 

attend! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USHERS 
The Ushers for December are: Billy Crocker, Tim 

Ritter, Ronnie Crocker, Hayes Hatcher  
If you are not listed and are willing to be an Usher, 

please let me know.  

(Carl Weihing) 

 

FLOWERS FOR SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 

 

Would you like to put flowers in the 

church for Sunday Morning Worship 

in memory or honor of someone?  

What a great way to serve your 

Church family.  If you are interested: 

1. Please sign your name and 

phone number with the date on the flower 

calendar located in the ministry center hall. 

2. Contact the flower committee person for that 

month to coordinate the details of your flowers 

For the month of December, please call Trudi Dixon at 

228-217-2209 

 

 

 
 

Dec 11 Wayne & Jane Savell 

Dec 17 Steve & Cheryl Rancier 

Dec 18 Doug & Judy Ros 

Dec 31 Steve & Cindy Haygood 

Counters for 

December 

David McCormick 

Trudi Dixon 
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CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING 

A special mission 

offering will be received 

at our Christmas Eve, 

Candlelight 

Communion Worship 

service at 6:00pm on 

December 24. Our offering on this special night will 

go to “Imagine No Malaria” which is the mission 

focus of our annual conference offering for 2018. 

This offering from our church and churches 

throughout the conference will be used to save 

lives by providing mosquito nets for children around 

the world. Please spread the news about this 

Mission offering and plan to support this effort on 

Christmas Eve night. 

 

CHURCH WIDE CHRISTMAS PARTY 

On Sunday, December 10, at 6 o’clock, we will 

have our church wide Christmas party in the 

ministry center. We will, as a 

church family, gather around 

the piano and sing all of your 

favorite Christmas carols 

together in a very informal 

setting. Invite your friends and 

neighbors for this nostalgic and 

meaningful time with our church 

family. Oh yes, and remember to bring all the 

children because after our time of singing, we 

will have a visit from the jolly old elf himself 

(Santa Claus is coming to town). Following this 

exciting visit, there will be refreshments 

including “Carl & David’s” traditional Christmas 

punch. Be sure to mark your calendar and plan on 

attending!  It is sure to be a delightful evening! 
 

ADVENT GIFT FOR CHRIST 

Our annual “Gift for Christ”, end of the 

year offering, during this Advent 

season will go toward developing our 

new Memorial/Prayer Garden. Our 

current prayer garden will receive a 

landscape ‘facelift’ and beautification in addition to 

placement of inscribed bricks intended to memorialize 

past members, special events, and families that attend. 

To give to this special project during this Advent season, 

indicate “Gift For Christ” in the memo section of your 

check to Eastlawn UMC or on your offering envelope. 

Let’s all work together to support this special church 

project. 

 

TWEENS MISSIONS 
BY BELINDA DAMMEN 

The Tweens (sporting new Tweens t-shirts provided 

by Steve Haygood) 

had a wonderful 

experience serving at 

Our Daily Bread on 

November 4.  

Kendall Dammen, 

Avery Chapius, 

Landon Brown, 

Henry Ros, and Payton Hardy spent their Saturday 

cutting bread, cooking meatballs, making drinks, 

and serving meals to those in need.  Kendall said, 

“It was enjoyable to feed people.”  “People were 

nice and grateful!” exclaimed Avery.  Landon 

shared, “The spaghetti was tasty. I loved serving the 

noodles.”  A big thank you to the regular Our Daily 

Bread crew for allowing the Tweens to join them 

and for encouraging them to come again.   

“Train a child in the way he should go: and 

when he is old, he will not turn away from it.  
Proverbs 22:6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIALLY FAITHFUL 

Budget for 2017 

351,582.00 

Tithes for 2017(YTD) 

326,008.00 

Other Contributions 

2,495.00 

Benevolence Fund 

3,668.00 
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CHARGE CONFERENCE 2017 

At 2 p.m. on Sunday, November 12, 

2017, Rev. Andy Collette welcomed 

everyone to the Ministry Center at 

Eastlawn United Methodist Church 

for a combined Charge Conference.  

Eastlawn Members attending were:  

Rev. Andy Collette, Robert Weathersby, David 

McCormick, Trudi Dixon, Winfred Morie, Mickey Morie, 

Beth Chapuis, Susie Riley, Betty Barham, Sidney Carol 

Murphy, Marilyn Vlahos, Barbara Moss, Doug Ros and 

Judy Ros. 

Rev. Jim Fisher, District Superintendent for the Seashore 

District, called the Charge Conference to order and asked 

the visiting pastors to introduce themselves and tell us what 

church they represent. Rev. Tanya Edwards-Evans 

introduced herself and said she was the pastor at St. Mark 

United Methodist in Pascagoula and St. Stephen United 

Methodist in Gautier. Rev. Eddie Kirby introduced himself 

and said he is the pastor at Pascagoula First United 

Methodist. 

Rev. Kirby gave the opening prayer followed by Rev. 

Fisher giving his opening remarks. Rev. Tanya Edwards-

Evans gave the devotion and Robert Weathersby, from 

Eastlawn United Methodist, led the group in two songs. 

Rev. Fisher began the Business Section of Charge 

Conference, which included approval of Compensation for 

the Pastor and Staff, the 2018 Leadership Team, and 

Candidates for Lay Ministry for each individual church.  

After completion of the Business portion of the Charge 

Conference, Rev. Fisher followed with a discussion of 

Intentional Discipleship within our individual churches. He 

cited some alarming statistics concerning the decline of 

attendance and membership in the United Methodist 

Churches. He asked if we had any specific plans or 

programs in place to address this growing problem.  In 

response to this question, members from each church spoke 

about their specific efforts to bring people into the church.  

Rev. Fisher asked Rev. Collette to have a prayer for those 

members who have passed away during this calendar year.  

Rev. Collette gave the closing prayer and the meeting was 

adjourned. 

 

Refreshments were served and a time of fellowship was 
enjoyed by all those attending. 

 

CHILI WINNER 

 

Judy Ros won our first 
annual chili cook off. 
Congratulations for 
your awesome 
yummy chili. Thank 
you Maya Ryder, 
Harvey Felts, Jesse 
Hogue, Brice Wiggins 
and Brother Andy for 
being firm but fair 
judges. Thanks to all 
who made chili and all 
who remained for the 
Hanging of the Greens 
Homily and the Christmas Decorating. Welcome to 
Pre-Advent, the days leading to  the coming Christ 
Child. 
 

 

  

 
pP

 #
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Sing God’s Praises 
 
The Mamie Kimbrough 
Circle collected 66 
shoeboxes for 
Operation Christmas 
Child. Thank you for 
your support. Please 
pray for the children 
who will receive the 
shoeboxes. The circle 
has a copy of 
Samaritan’s Purse’s DVD if anyone would like to 
view the children receiving their boxes and learn 
more about this mission. In addition to our own 
boxes that we collected, we received news that 
19,953 shoe box gifts are being sent from our 
area across the world to evangelize and bless 
children and their families. Praise God for this great 
news of Joy and Thanksgiving!! 
 

 

EASTLAWN PUMPKIN PATCH 

October, 2017, was filled with 

pumpkins coming and going at 

a dizzying pace at Eastlawn 

UMC in order to support our 

mission for hurricane relief. 

This year our traveling and in-house pumpkin patch 

allowed us to reach out  and minister to over 600 

preschool and kindergarten age children by giving out 

pumpkins, reading stories, singing songs, and delivering 

uplifting lessons to them by a host of Eastlawn United 

Methodist volunteers. Our volunteers packed up and 

delivered the whole pumpkin patch ministry to six 

schools while three schools came to the church for their 

time at the patch. “The Patch” raised $2,435 to go 

toward our designated beneficiary this year which is 

hurricane relief for persons affected by the powerful 

storms. A gigantic “THANK YOU” to the 

approximately 40 volunteers who made this happen, but 

especially to the leadership of Carl Weihing, Carla 

Neely, and Belinda Dammen. It was the biggest and best 

year EVER!! 

 

 

CARING & SHARING FESTIVAL 

 

Our 10th annual Caring & Sharing 

Festival for hurricane relief was a 

resounding success! It all began with 

our cooking and kitchen crew led by 

Brian and Beth, to our karaoke man, 

Scott.  It was followed by a never 

ending parade of baked goods by our 

circle ladies.  Add in Richard, our 

money taker, Dusten our sound man, 

and all those who attended and 

donated for a complete and amazing 

total church effort! Our final total of funds raised for 

hurricane relief was over $3100. What a great day! 

Eastlawn UMC once again demonstrated what caring 

and sharing is all about! Thank you one and all! 

HOMECOMING THANKS 

Wow! You really surprised the 

"Ward" girls this year at 

homecoming. Thank you for 

honoring us and our family 

with this year's Heritage 

Award. Eastlawn United 

Methodist Church has been our church since 

the 1950's. God has blessed us in many ways. 

The people of Eastlawn have always been there 

for our family. We thank each and every one 

of you that has touched our lives over the 

years. We have wonderful memories of growing 

up and older while worshipping, working, 

laughing, and learning with you. Thank you 

for the beautiful engraved plates. We will 

treasure them. 

Charlotte Clement, Martha Strum, and 

Jeannie Faucett 

 

 

PECANS ARE HERE 

The Pecans are here.  We have pecan halves and roasted 

and salted pecans left.  There are forms 

in the foyer.  See Robert or Doug or 

call your order in to 762-2364. 
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EASTLAWN UMC STAFF 

2502 Ingalls Ave. Pascagoula, MS 

228-762-2364 

Rev. Andy Collette Pastor 

Robert Weathersby Lay Pastor 

David Westfaul  Organist 

Doug Wall  Choir/Handbell Director 

Susie Riley  Children’s/Family Minister 

Rachel Goff  Children’s Music Director 

Lashunda Taulbee Administrative Assistant 

Charlene Gibson  Nursery 

Amy Davis  Nursery 

Brenda McCormick Day Care Director 

A Candlelight Service of  

Lessons & Carols 

 
The Ministry of Music at Eastlawn UMC in  
scripture on Sunday, December 17 at 4:00 

p.m. "Jesus, What A 
Wonderful Child", a 
candlelight service of 
scripture and carols is 
patterned after the 
"Traditional Service of 

Nine Lessons and Carols" which is often 
featured on international television and radio 
broadcasts during the holiday season. Readers 
offer scriptures which tell the story of the 
promise and fulfillment of the gift of the Christ 
Child. Choirs and congregation respond with 
anthems and hymns. The Chancel Choir, Engel 
Belles, youth and children will be featured 
singers and will be accompanied by various 
instrumentalists.  
The offering during the service will benefit 
hurricane relief in Rockport, Texas.  This 
service of worship is offered as a gift to the 
community and no admission or ticket is 
required. Seating, which is limited, begins at 
3:30 p.m.  

 

If you are interested in joining the Eastlawn 

Family or just have questions about the 

church, please talk with Brother Andy. Call 

him at 228-219-3898. His email is 

pastorandyumc@gmail.com. 
 

The Eastlawn Journey is a monthly publication 

of Eastlawn United Methodist Church.  Send  

inquiries, pictures, and info to 

Eastlawnjourney@gmail.com. 

 

JESUS, WHAT A 

WONDERFUL CHILD 
 

A Candlelight Service of Lessons 
and Carols 

 

Eastlawn United  

Methodist Church 

2502 Ingalls Ave. 

Pascagoula, MS 

 

Sunday, December 17, 2017 

4:00 PM 
 

Featuring Chancel Choir, Engel Belles, 
Youth and Children's Choirs, 
Instrumentalists and Readers 
 

Offerings will benefit hurricane 

relief in Rockport, Texas 

 


